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ATTITUDE OF EGYPT AT THE OUTBREAK

OF WAR

THROUGHOUT the anxious days which preceded the
actual outbreak of war, Egyptians preserved their
habitual composure. They felt no sympathy with
any participant in the quarrel, or presentiment that
their own country would become involved in it. The
disputes and rivalries of Christian Europe have never
interested Egypt, and even the knowledge that Great
^Britain, the Occupying Power, was entangled in the
conflict, did not disturb her calmness. Unconscious
of their own destiny, Egyptians watched with apathy
the approach of catastrophe. The illusion that Egypt
was remote from trouble vanished when the Council
of Ministers, at the bidding of England, signed a
Decree, placing the nation in a state of war. Then,
throughout Egypt, excitement displaced the previous
indifference, and alarm the former sense of security.
Simultaneously, the deep-seated distrust, common to
all classes of the population towards the Occupying
Power, expanded into a sentiment of bitter, if silent,
hatred. Through an involuntary arrd despised asso-
ciation with Great Britain, Egypt had been dragged
into a struggle, of which the origin was obscure to her
and the objectives unknown. One, and one consolation
only, gave a ray of comfort to the nation. The conflict
would be short. Germany, reputed mistress of vast
and invincible armies, would quickly humble England
to the dust. That conviction supported Egypt
throughout the first years of the War.
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